
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 
TO:  ALLIANCE HOCKEY Representative and Minor Development Teams 
 
FROM:  Tony Martindale 
 
DATE:  November 5, 2014 (Revised October 5, 2016) 
 
RE:  Handshake Procedure and Why? 
 
 
At the ALLIANCE Hockey Annual Meeting in June a motion was passed to shake hands at the conclusion of the 
game rather than at the start of a contest.   
 
Shaking an opponent’s hand at the conclusion of a contest for their effort and competition is more meaningful than 
at the start of a game.  It is consistent with ALLIANCE Hockey values of teaching their participants important life 
skills, in this case sportsmanship and respect.  Any comments during the handshake must be positive and 
respectful. 
 
At the discretion of the officials they can forgo the postgame handshake if they feel it is inadvisable for reasons of 
player safety. 
 
Tony Martindale 
Executive Director, ALLIANCE Hockey 
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